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Holiday hours 
announced for 
Holyoke Mall 


HOLYOKE —- The 
2020 holiday season is 
already shaping up to be 
a year like no other, which 
is why Holyoke Mall is 
announcing new hours 
and initiatives to make this 
holiday season safe, mag- 
ical and memorable for 
everyone. 


HOLIDAY, 8 


Melton industry 
presentation 


HOLYOKE — The 
Holyoke History Room 
will present The Newton 
Brothers: Building 
Industrial Holyoke 
1862-1899, a virtual talk 
with Will Melton, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 
4 p.m. 


HISTORY, 11 





Veterans 


ceremony 
will be virtual 


HOLYOKE -— The 
United Veterans of Holyoke 
and Veterans’ Services in 
cooperation with Holyoke 
Media will stream a 
Veterans Day program 
Wednesday, November 
11, 10:30 AM. Special 
highlights will include the 
awarding of Public Safety 
of the Year, Citizen of the 
Year and Veteran of the 
Year. 

Master of Ceremonies 
for this event will be Chris 
Sims of the War Memorial 
Commission. The gen- 
eral public can tune in to 
the broadcast via United 
Veterans of Holyoke 
Facebook page. For more 
information, please contact 
United Veterans of Holyoke 
at 1-413-322-5631. 














City turns out for Biden, Velis 
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There were signs set up to keep voters six feet apart, and hand sanitizer was offered at every step. Voters checked in with Dominic Florence before 


continuing to sign in. Officer Whelihan was present to help people attending the polls. 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - The 
Democratic-leaning city of 
Holyoke overwhelming sup- 
ported presidential candi- 
date Joe Biden, a Democratic 
former vice president from 
Delaware on Tuesday’s elec- 
tion. 

City Clerk Brenna Murphy 
McGee released unofficial 
numbers on Wednesday morn- 
ing. City voters, who partici- 
pated in all three forms of vot- 
ing, early, mail, and in-person 


on Election Day, supported 
Democratic candidates on the 
ballot. 

The city was also in line 
with how the state voted on the 
two ballot questions. 

But the most local race 
was actually uncontested, with 
Patricia Duffy, a Democrat, 
being elected as the new state 
representative for the Fifth 
Hampden District. She will 
succeed five-term representa- 
tive Aaron Vega to represent 
Holyoke in the state house. 
Duffy was Vega’s legislative 
aide most recently. 


Duffy received 12,960 
votes. 

There was a race for 
Register of Probate won 
by Rosemary Saccomani, 
an employee of the office. 
Saccomani, a Democrat, 
defeated Independent Lori 
Landers-Carvalho. Saccomani 
received 9,250 votes in 
Holyoke with her opponent 
garnering only 3,852. 

In the state senate race, 
John Velis easily cruised to 
a victory in his rematch with 
Southwick’s John Cain. In 
Holyoke, Velis received 11,073 


Photos by Shelby Macri 


votes to just 4,073 for Cain. 

In the presidential race, 
Joe Biden received 11,013 
votes to 4,804 for incumbent 
Republican President Donald 
Trump. 

Question 1, which expand- 
ed the right-to-repair laws in 
Massachusetts, passed in the 
state. Holyoke went along with 
the affirmative with 11,110 
votes to 4,170 people voting no 
on the question. 

Question 2 sought to intro- 
duce ranked-choice voting. 


See VOTE, page 11 





Systemic problems behind 
Soldiers’ Home tragedy 


Staff testifies 
to poor conditions, 
understaffing 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HOLYOKE -—- The 
Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke 
became a house of horrors 
this past spring only after 
years of warnings and com- 
plaints were ignored. On Oct. 
27 and 29, current and former 
Soldiers’ Home staff mem- 
bers testified before a Special 
Joint Oversight Committee 
comprised of state senators 
and representatives. 


A disastrous combina- 
tion of neglect, mismanage- 
ment and arrogance resulted 
in the deaths of 76 veterans 
who resided at the facility, 
according to staff. The trage- 
dy resulted from an outbreak 
of COVID-19 that spread 
through the building like 
wildfire, sickening 94 addi- 
tional living residents and 81 
employees. 

“They’re people that I 
used to talk to; people that 
I spent time with and peo- 
ple I looked at as family. To 
see them going down with 
no support and no family 


See SOLDIERS, page 11 
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schools remain 
in remote learning 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - The halls 
are largely still empty in the 
Holyoke Public Schools. 
Holyoke schools are continu- 
ing remote learning, the build- 
ings are still in use for staff 
members, custodian members, 
and some students. Principal 
Stephen Mahoney looks after 
both North campus and Dean 
campus. 

Mahoney explained 
that there are some stu- 
dents attending north cam- 
pus, including those who are 
learning English and those 
who need in person assis- 


tance. While on dean campus 
grade 10 to 12 are attending 
the campus one day a week 
to attend their shop class. The 
remote learning happens every 
other day due to class sizes 
and workloads, including the 
amount of screen time that is 
required. 

Ninth grade students 
on coming into the building 
on Friday’s to explore dif- 
ferent shops as they were in 
their first phase of explor- 
atory, where they go to dif- 
ferent shops to find the right 
fit. Currently they are in phase 
two and have picked their 


See REMOTE, page 6 
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Our community supports one another, whether from across the room or across the globe. 
Sou us our 
VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE 


to learn about our programs, enjoy virtual classroom 
experiences and take a virtual campus tour! 





MIDDLE SCHOOL~NOV. 16-6PM — UPPER SCHOOL - NOV. 17-6 PM 
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W Care ailiizneoaith 


Commonwealth Care Alliance® is dedicated to helping you 
live safely in your own home for as long as possible. Over 
68% of CCA Senior Care Options members actually qualify 
for a nursing home, but continue living independently at 





home with our comprehensive care and support. When you 
enroll in our plan, you will choose doctors from our large 
network, including many right in your community that you 
may already know and trust. And then, you will receive all 
the MassHealth Standard benefits you deserve and much 
more — at $0 to you. 


Learn more today. 
9 am —-5 pm, Monday - Friday | 
FAX: 617-830-0534 la’ a= Commonwealth 


CCASCO.org a 3 care alliance’ 
30 Winter Street, Boston MA 02108 
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Virtual program to 
tell story of Sarah Margu, 
a Child of the Amistad 


HOLYOKE — On Thursday, Nov. 5 at 6:30 p.m., 
Wistariahurst will host Sarah Margu - A Child of the 
Amistad, a live, online program presented by Tammy 
Denease. This program is free and open to all. Advance 
registration 1s required. 

One of four children held captive on the schooner 
Amistad, Sarah Margu would miss the rite of passage 
(Sande Society) into adulthood in her native Mendeland 
(now Sierre Leone). After gaining freedom through a 
victory in the United States legal system, Margu would 
go on to become the first African to graduate from 
college in America (Oberlin College, Ohio). Life in a 
strange country causes Margu to become westernized, 
refusing to live according to the custom of her home- 
land. Share with Tammy Denease this poignant voyage 
from childhood denial to adult autonomy. 

This program is open to all members of the public, 
but has been specially designed to address the needs of 
area seniors, many of whom continue to be socially iso- 
lated as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. The pro- 
gram is supported through a Community Development 
Block Grant - COVID-19 Grant to address, prevent, 
and respond to the COVID-19 Pandemic that is admin- 
istered through the Holyoke Office of Community 
Development and has been planned in consultation with 
the Holyoke Council on Aging. Additional support has 
been provided through NEH CARES Act funding grant- 
ed by Mass Humanities. 

To register for Sarah Margu - A Child of the 
Amistad or any future programs, please visit www. 
Wistariahurst.org or contact Eileen Maginnis at the 
Holyoke Council on Aging at maginnise @holyoke.org. 

Future virtual programs will focus on a diverse 
range of historical and cultural topics including pro- 
grams on nature, art, history, travel, and social justice. 
Upcoming presentations are set to include the natural 
history of the Pioneer Valley, the labor movement and 
women’s organizing in local factories, and the history of 
Holyoke’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 


Commonwealth Care Alliance (CCA) Senior 
Care Options Program (HMO SNP) is a 
coordinated care plan with a Medicare 

contract and a contract with the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts/EOQHHS Medicaid program. 
Enrollment in the CCA Senior Care Options plan 
depends on contract renewal. CCA complies 
with applicable Federal civil rights laws and 
does not discriminate on the basis of 

medical condition, health status, receipt of 
health services, claims experience, medical 
history, disability (including mental impairment), 
marital status, age, sex (including sex 
Stereotypes and gender identity), sexual 
Orientation, national origin, race, color, religion, 
creed, or public assistance. Commonwealth 
Care Alliance does not exclude people or treat 
them differently because of medical condition, 
health status, receipt of health services, claims 
experience, medical history, disability (including 
mental impairment), marital status, age, sex 
(including sex stereotypes and gender identity), 
sexual orientation, national origin, race, color, 
religion, creed, or public assistance. ATENCION: 
si habla espanol, tiene a su disposicion 
servicios gratuitos de asistencia linguistica. 
Llame al 866-610-2273 (TTY 711). ATENGAO: 
se fala portugués, encontram-se disponiveis 
servicos linguisticos, gratis. Ligue para 
866-610-2273 (TTY 711). 





HOLYOKE — On Thursday, Nov. 
12 at 6:30 p.m.,Wistariahurst will host 
From Crime Reform to Defunding 
Punishment: Responding to the Challenges 
of Restorative and Transformative Justice 
Movements in Western Massachusetts, 
a live, virtual program presented by Dr. 
Lucas Wilson. This program is free and 
open to all, but pre-registration is required. 

Law and order solutions to harm and 
crime have only succeeded in assigning 
blame, eroding bonds of community, and 
narrowing networks of accountability. 
After almost 50 years of increasing polic- 
ing and punishment, we have only deep- 
ened the fractures and silos that, while 
conducive to the economic needs of neo- 
liberal capitalism, further threaten our 


social democracy. Restorative 
justice and transformative 
justice are two movements in 
recent years that reimagine 
community and solidarity net- 
works in social and economic 
life. Aimed at harm reduction 
and cessation, these move- 
ments challenge us to con- 
front new and radical ethical 
demands of accountability and 
justice for all human beings. 


This talk offers a reflection in answer to 
this question: what opportunities does the 
recent Massachusetts crime reform bill 
hold for building restorative and trans- 
formative justice practices in western 


Massachusetts? 





Dr. Lucas Wilson 


This program has been 
specially designed to address 
the needs of area seniors, 
many of whom continue to be 
socially isolated as a result of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
program is supported through 
a Community Development 
Block Grant - COVID-19 
Grant to address, prevent, and 
respond to the COVID-19 
Pandemic that is administered 
through the Holyoke Office of Community 
Development and has been planned in 
consultation with the Holyoke Council on 
Aging. Additional support has been pro- 
vided through NEH CARES Act funding 
granted by Mass Humanities. 


Inthe News ¢ 


Wilson to lecture on transformative justice 


To register for From Crime Reform 
to Defunding Punishment or any future 
programs, please visit www. Wistariahurst. 
org or contact Eileen Maginnis at the 
Holyoke Council on Aging at maginn- 
ise@holyoke.org. If you have an idea for 
a topic you’d like to be considered for a 
future Wistariahurst session, please contact 
info @ wistariahurst.org. 

Future virtual programs will focus 
on a diverse range of historical and cul- 
tural topics including programs on nature, 
art, history, travel, and social justice. 
Upcoming presentations are set to include 
the natural history of the Pioneer Valley, 
the labor movement and women’s orga- 
nizing in local factories, and the history of 
Holyoke’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 





Disaster loans available for small businesses 


ATLANTA. Ga. — The U.S. Small 
Business Administration announced 
today that Economic Injury Disaster 
Loans are available to small businesses, 
small agricultural cooperatives, small 
businesses engaged in aquaculture, 
and private nonprofit organizations in 
Essex, Middlesex and Worcester coun- 
ties in Massachusetts as a result of frost 
occurring May 6 through June 2, 2020. 

“These counties are eligible 
because they are contiguous to one or 
more primary counties in 

New Hampshire. The Small 
Business Administration recognizes that 
disasters do not usually stop at county 
or state lines. For that reason, coun- 


ties adjacent to primary counties named 
in the declaration are included,” said 
Michael Lampton, acting director of 


SBA’s Field Operations Center East. 


Under this declaration, the SBA’s 
Economic Injury Disaster Loan program 
is available to eligible farm-related and 
nonfarm-related entities that suffered 
financial losses as a direct result of this 
disaster. Except for aquaculture enter- 
prises, SBA cannot provide disaster 
loans to agricultural producers, farmers 


and ranchers. 


The loan amount can be up to $2 
million with interest rates of 3 percent 
for small businesses and 2.75 percent 
for private nonprofit organizations of all 


sizes, with terms up to 30 years. The 
SBA determines eligibility based on 
the size of the applicant, type of activ- 
ity and its financial resources. Loan 
amounts and terms are set by the SBA 
and are based on each applicant’s finan- 
cial condition. These working capital 
loans may be used to pay fixed debts, 
payroll, accounts payable, and other 
bills that could have been paid had the 
disaster not occurred. The loans are not 
intended to replace lost sales or profits. 
Applicants may apply online 
using the Electronic Loan Application 
(ELA) via SBA’s secure website at 
DisasterLoan.sba.gov and should apply 
under SBA declaration # 16676, not for 


the COVID-19 incident. 

Disaster loan information and appli- 
cation forms may also be obtained by 
calling the SBA’s Customer Service 
Center at 800-659-2955 (800-877- 
8339 for the deaf and hard-of-hear- 
ing) or by sending an email to 
DisasterCustomerService @sba. gov. 
Loan applications can be download- 
ed from sba.gov/disaster. Completed 
applications should be mailed to: 
U.S. Small Business Administration, 
Processing and Disbursement Center, 
14925 Kingsport Road, Fort Worth, TX 
76155. 

Submit completed loan applications 
to SBA no later than May 17, 2021. 





Luncheon set for Nov. 19 


AGAWAM -— The Women 
to Watch USA Western Mass 
Chapter Located in Agawam 
will be holding their November 
luncheon on November 19, 
2020 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. at Max’s Tavern, Hall of 
Fame Drive in Springfield. It 
will be held in the outside tent. 
members and guests are asked 
to bring a mask and social 
distancing will be respected. 
LaTonia Naylor be the guest 
speaker for the luncheon. 

Ms. Naylor’s has served youth 
and families in Springfield for over 
two decades as a volunteer and even- 
tually earned a Master’s in Nonprofit 
Management and Philanthropy in order 
to switch career paths into the nonprofit 
sector. Ms. Naylor has co-founded two 





LaTonia Naylor 


nonprofit organizations; 
(2018) Parent Villages Inc., 
(2006) VITAL Center, Inc., 
and advised several non- 
profit start-ups, she cur- 
rently serves in the roles 
of Director of AmeriCorps 
and adjunct faculty member 
at Springfield College and 
adjunct faculty member at 
Worcester State University. 

The November Women 
to Watch USA Western MA 
Chapter Luncheon is being sponsored 
by Danielle Suza of Fairway Mortgage 
Longmeadow and also Bling Boutique 
by Ayanna. 

There will be great food and awe- 
some networking and resourcing. There 
will also be raffle items from members 
businesses. 





Baystate offers COVID-19 testing 


SPRINGFIELD — In an effort 
to offer additional COVID-19 test- 
ing where needed in the community, 
Baystate Health is collaborating with 
the commonwealth of Massachusetts 
to expand COVID-19 testing in the 
region via the commonwealth’s Stop 
the Spread program. 

Expanded testing is now being 
offered on Wednesday and Thursday at 
298 Carew St. in Springfield from 1 to 
4 p.m., and continues until Thursday, 
Oct. 29. Testing is open to anyone from 
Massachusetts. 

An appointment must be scheduled 
by calling 413-794-0012 only between 
5 to 8 p.m. from Monday through 
Friday. Up to 150 appointments will 


be scheduled each Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

The event is part of the state’s 
Stop the Spread program, where the 
commonwealth is launching strate- 
gic testing in communities across 
Massachusetts that have continued to 
see a higher number of residents testing 
positive for COVID-19. 

The testing is offered at no cost 
and no physician referral is needed 
to be tested. Results will be available 
within 48 hours. 

Free masks, a packet of 10 per 
family, will be handed out. 

For more information on Baystate 
Health services, visit www.baystate- 
health.org. 


Check us out on the web 
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Duffy thanks city voters 


HOLYOKE —- Newly- 
elected State Representative 
Patricia Duffy issued a state- 
ment Wednesday after win- 
ning an uncontested race for 
state representative of the 
Fifth Hampden District. 

She said. “I’m so proud 
and grateful for the support 
shown to me by the residents 
of the city of Holyoke in 
electing me as the next State 
Representative for the 5th Hampden 
District. The legislature is still hard at 
work this Fall, and we are preparing for 
a seamless transition from Representative 
Aaron Vega to myself, which will cul- 
minate on Wednesday, Jan. 6 with my 





Patricia Duffy 


swearing-in. 

“In the coming weeks, I 
plan to reach out to a number 
of constituents and stake-hold- 
ers to discuss what’s import- 
ant to them and our city so 
that they can inform my pri- 
orities in the coming session: 
the oversight of the Soldiers 
Home, working with the 
public schools, working with 
my colleagues in caucuses 
ranging from Food Security to Criminal 
Justice Reform. As has been true for 
the past seven years, I am available and 
eager to be in touch and look forward to 
serving Holyoke to my greatest capaci- 


ty. 9 





Santa will appear at Holyoke Mall 


HOLYOKE -— He’s making a list and 
covering his face, and in addition, this 
year, he’s taking steps to keep everyone 
safe... Santa Claus IS coming to town! 
Holyoke Mall has taken the liberty to 
alter the lyrics of the famous Christmas 
jingle to announce Santa’s return in 
2020. In coordination with Cherry Hill 
Programs, the industry-leader in experi- 
ential holiday photography experiences, 
Santa is scheduled to arrive at Holyoke 
Mall on Black Friday, November 27th, 
2020. 

There will be plenty of fun and 
magic, as well as a focus on the health 
and well-being of everyone. Guests are 
encouraged to plan their visit with Santa 
ahead of time and review the safety mea- 
sures being taken based on guidance 
from the Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention online at www.WherelsSanta. 
com or www.cherryhillprograms.com/ 
CovidGuidelines. 

Reservations are strongly encour- 
aged with walk-up visits available as 
space allows throughout the day. Best 
practices will be followed: maintaining 
social distance, face masks required for 


everyone and enhanced cleaning between 
visits. 

“It’s important to keep as much 
of the beloved holiday tradition alive, 
now, more than ever,’ said Holyoke Mall 
Director of Marketing, Lisa Wray. “We 
could all use a dose of Santa’s merry dis- 
position, but we also have to evolve with 
the times and do it safely. We’ve been 
strategizing with Cherry Hill to accom- 
plish that goal.” 

“Ho, ho, ho! ’'m looking forward to 
seeing all of the good boys and girls in 
Western Massachusetts this year,” said 
Claus. “I know this will be a very differ- 
ent season for us all, but it will be a very 
special one because we all get to keep 
the magic of the season alive in a way 
that’s safe and memorable for everyone!” 

A full schedule of events regard- 
ing Santa’s special appearances will be 
released in early November. 

For more information about the 
Holyoke Mall/Pyramid Management 
Group protocols, click here: https://www. 
holyokemall.com/wp-content/uploads/ 
sites/12/2020/10/2020-10-28-Holyoke- 
Healthy-Shopper-Guidelines. pdf 
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Poetry Corner 


Don’t Let Anyone 
Define You 


By Thomas J. Kennedy 


I love life 
Do we all get... 
What we expect 
More important — what we accept 
Now what do you reject 
But remember: 
Always respect 
Now who in God’s eyes is suspect. 
Be the best in all things and relationships 
“The Best You Can Be” and you will be free 


- ——-. 





SHAKEN, &% if 
“Nat stinreo! [iF 


oa 
WELCOME 
007 





Can I get Social Security with my municipal pension? 


By Russell Gloor 


ear Rusty: I retired from a munici- 
[= Fire Department seven years ago 
at the age of 54. It is a private 
pension, and I was exempt from Social 


SOCIAL 


Provision, which affects anyone who has a 
pension from an employer which did not par- 
ticipate in Social Security where neither the 
employee nor the employer paid into Social 
Security. WEP uses a special benefit 
computation formula which will result 


Security while I was working. I receive SECURITY in you getting a smaller benefit, but 
about $50,000 per year in pension ben- MATTERS you will, nevertheless, get some benefit 


efits. I recently got a letter from Social 
Security saying I needed eight more credits of 
work to qualify for Social Security benefits. 
I was wondering if I worked two more years, 
paying into Social Security, would I qualify 
for benefits, since I am on a municipal pen- 
sion? Signed: Retired Fireman 

Dear Retired Fireman: Although your 
municipal Fire Department pension would 
reduce your Social Security benefit, it will not 
eliminate it. So, if you work and earn those 
additional eight credits you will be entitled to 
a Social Security benefit. 

Because of your non-covered munici- 
pal pension your Social Security benefit 
will be affected by the Windfall Elimination 


amount if you have accumulated at least 
40 quarters of Social Security credit. Note that 
your Social Security benefit amount will be 
further reduced if you claim it at age 62, or 
any age prior to your full retirement age. 

You earn Social Security credits by work- 
ing in a job where you pay FICA payroll 
taxes on your earnings, and you can earn a 
maximum of four Social Security credits per 
year. For 2020, you’ll earn one credit for each 
$1,410 of earnings, up to a maximum of four 
credits for the year, but you don’t need to 
work the entire year to get the credits. For 
example, if you work yet in 2020 and earn 
$5,640, which is four times $1,410, you’ll 
earn the maximum four credits for this year. 


You need a total of 40 quarter credits 
to become eligible for Social Security, and 
those credits never expire, so even old credits 
earned before your Fire Department career 
still count. And, even if small, this would be 
a benefit you have earned by contributing to 
Social Security, so there’s little reason not 
to pursue it by gaining the needed additional 
credits. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not affil- 
iated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-securi- 
ty-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
for AMAC. 





An iconic song and an iconic tree commemorate Veterans Day 


Ss we move closer to IN THE chosen to bear such an important 
Veterans Day, our thoughts GARDEN symbol of our culture. It is a tall, 
turn to the many men and ua. ogee stately tree and its wood is stronger 


x 
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women who serve or have served 
our country, and how we can best 
remember and support them. I 
think back to when I was a young 
adult and a mother from town tied 
yellow ribbons all over Ware to 
support her son who was serving 
overseas. I also remember the fad 
of those little yellow magnetic rib- 
bons that folks put on their bumper 
as a show of solidarity. Did you ever wonder 
where “tie a yellow ribbon” came from? Read 
on to learn a bit of trivia about an iconic song 
and an iconic tree. 

We’ve all heard the 70s song, sung by 
Tony Orlando and Dawn that popularized the 
yellow ribbon and made it the folk symbol 
that it is today. Legend has it that the inspi- 
ration for the song did come from a convict, 
released from prison and on a long bus ride 
home. His wife was instructed to tie a yel- 
low ribbon around the oak tree in the center 
of town if she wished to give him a second 
chance. If he saw it then he knew to get off 
the bus. Reportedly the tree was covered in 
yellow ribbons! 

In 1981, eight years after the song’s ini- 
tial release, it rose in popularity once again. 
The yellow ribbon became a symbol of loy- 
alty and patriotism for the 52 American hos- 
tages being held in Iraq. “If you still want me, 
whoa, tie a yellow ribbon ‘round the ole oak 
iree.” 

I thought it fitting that the oak tree was 


PUBLICATIONS 
COLUMNIST ing. 


4 e NOVEMBER 6,2020 ¢ The Holyoke Sun 





and more durable than that of most 
trees, yet to me it is humble. At 
the height of foliage season an oak 
doesn’t shout “look at me!” like 
other trees do. It simply waits for 
the hoopla put on by the maples to 
pass, and then it delights us with a 
subtle beauty that is equally appeal- 


Here are some oak tree statis- 
tics: There are some 450 species of oak. Some 
of them are evergreen, holding onto their 
leaves throughout the winter months. These 
oaks are located in the more southern, warmer 
regions of our country. Even though our oaks 
are deciduous, it takes a long time for them to 
completely defoliate. Sometimes it is the next 
season’s emerging leaves that finally push 
the old ones off. This year it took an October 
snowfall. 

Did you know that oaks get struck by 
lightning more than any other tree? This is 
likely due to their height, some topping over 
80 feet at maturity. 

The oak is a member of the beech or 
Fagaceae family. One unique feature that the 
oak has and other members of the family do 
not is that its nut is carried in a cap. The nut 
and cap together are called an acorn. Acorns 
are a valuable food source for wildlife. Wild 
turkey, deer, larger songbirds and squirrels 
among others depend on the nut for surviv- 
ing the winter. One way to tell the difference 
between species of oak tree is by their acorns. 


Examine how they wear their “cap.” The cap 
of the white oak is about one-quarter the size 
of the oblong shaped nut. The red oak, on the 
other hand, has a squatty, saucer-like cap cov- 
ering a more globose shaped nut. 

Most oaks tolerate transplanting the best 
when they are young and small in size. The 
pin oak is one exception; its shallow, fibrous 
root system allows it to be transplanted as a 
larger specimen. For this reason, the pin oak 
is widely used for home landscaping. It is 
also highly sought after because of its unique, 
pyramidal shape: the lowest branches are pen- 
dulous, the middle are horizontal and the top 
are upright. 

Did you know that cork is harvested from 
the bark of a species of oak tree? Yes, the cork 
oak grows in Spain, Portugal and parts of 
Northern Africa. 

The oak tree can grow to be very old. 
At the writing of my reference book back 
in 1983, there was a 400-year-old white oak 
growing in Maryland by the name of the Wye 
Oak. It topped off at 95 feet tall, 165 feet wide 
and eight feet in diameter. 

This Veteran’s Day, why not tie a yellow 
ribbon ‘round your oak tree or better yet, 
thank a veteran for his or her service. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


he 


The Sun is published every Friday 
by Turley Publications, Inc., 24 
Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


INTERIM EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
thesun@turley.com 


STAFF WRITER 
Peter Spotts 
pspotts@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Wendy Delcamp 
wdelcamp@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ The Holyoke Sun 


WEB 
www.sun.turley.com 


Turley& 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 





Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 


A Quole 


OF NOTE 


“Tt always 
seems 
impossible 
until 
its done.” 


Nelson Mandela 





Letters to the 
Editor Policy 


Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ- 
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num- 
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author- 
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub- 
lished. 

Unsigned or anony- 
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega- 
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed. 

Deadline for submis- 
sions is Wednesday at 
noon. 

Please email (pre- 
ferred) letters to the- 
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069. 


Inthe News ¢ 


Community environmental groups request halt to pipeline 


AGAWAM - On Tuesday, October 
27, 2020, the Columbia Gas Resistance 
Campaign delivered an open letter to 
Eversource CEO James Judge signed by 
92 community organizations and 12 state 
and local politicians. The letter with the 
list of signatories 1s attached. 

The signatories welcome Eversource 
to Western Massachusetts as successor 
to Columbia Gas and requests a meeting 
to discuss transitioning from fossil fuels 
toward energy conservation and non-com- 
bustible clean energy sources. The letter 
States, “If Eversource is, in fact, commit- 
ted to implementing the policy conveyed 
in its public document, Commitment to 
Clean Energy & Carbon Neutrality, by 
2030, the company needs to begin reduc- 
ing natural gas distribution services 
provided by NStar and actively pursue 
non-combustible clean options like geo- 
thermal district heating and electric pump 
technologies.” 

The letter also notes the dangers 
posed by gas fuel, from the Merrimack 
Valley explosions to the greenhouse 
gases emitted by burning natural gas to 
the methane escaping from leaky pipes, 
planned and unplanned releases, and 
ear-splitting “blowdowns’’— all of which 


have a devastating impact on climate 
change and global warming. Leaked and 
burned gas both contribute to the toxic 
soup in the air in Springfield, twice named 
the “asthma capital of the country”. It 
notes as well the extraordinary financial 
cost — inevitably passed on to ratepayers 
— of unwarranted gas infrastructure expan- 
sion, and that data has yet to be present- 
ed to justify the expense of the pipeline 
infrastructure expansion proposed by the 
Columbia Gas “Reliability” Plan. 

Given these realities the writers 
request that Eversource abandon pipeline 
expansion plans in Western Massachusetts, 
including the proposed Longmeadow 
Supply Strategy Project; the construction 
of a 16” backbone main high-pressure 
(200 psi) pipeline running from a meter 
station to be built in Longmeadow and up 
into Forest Park, passing through a dense- 
ly-settled environmental justice neighbor- 
hood in Springfield’s South End. 

Finally, the letter advises that mem- 
bers of the Columbia Gas Resistance 
Campaign will be contacting CEO James 
Judge to schedule a meeting to discuss 
these issues and Eversource’s plans to 
move forward with its Commitment to 
Clean Energy & Carbon Neutrality. 





City waiving license renewal fees 
in all COVID-affected categories 


HOLYOKE — The City of Holyoke 
has adopted a policy of waiving license 
renewal fees for activities that have been, 
and will likely continue to be, affected 
by the COVID pandemic. Specifically, 
those license categories are: 

Entertainment, Common Victualler, 


Automatic Amusement Devices, Club 
All Alcohol, Restaurant All Alcohol, 
Restaurant Wine/Malt, Veteran’s Club 
All Alcohol, Hotel/Innkeeper All 
Alcohol, Hotel/Innkeeper Wine/Malt, 
General On-Premises All Alcohol, 
General On-Premises Wine/Malt. 











Residents in Agawam and surrounding communities have filed lawsuits and other actions to 
try and slow the process. 
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REMOTE, from page 1 


top shops, they will visit each one until 
they decided what they will study in the 
future. 

The staff at both schools have 
improved since the end of the last school 
year, now teachers are teaching from 
their classrooms, requiring four hours or 
more for on camera screen time, holding 
students accountable for attendance, and 
developing certain skills to help with 
online learning and teaching. Mahoney 
explains that teachers use Google class- 
room for academic learning, and Zoom 
for meetings. 

“We’ve added a squad class on the 
days in-between class days, it’s an online 
place were kids can go to meet up for 
work, and they can connect with teach- 


ers if they need help or have questions.” 
Mahoney said. “Teachers are helping 
kids with self-care during this time, and 
they offer one on one time if a student 
needs it. We’re more accountable and 
we’re more academically supported to 
have kids do well.” 

Mahoney mentions that it takes a 
certain skill set to switch between online 
platforms, as well as toggling between 
online classes and checking in with stu- 
dents. Even with these obvious hurdles 
the teachers have adapted, and staff is 
following the school schedule and cur- 
riculum as best and as close as they can. 
Mahoney shared that this way of school- 
ing has allowed him and the staff to look 
into an A/B week were one week the 
students would do shop, and the next 
week would be academic. He explains 
that other trades schools do this way of 


learning, and they have the opportunity 
to see what that would look like for dean 
campus. 

Though the schools had sports for a 
short time, they were unable to continue 
when the City was recently announced 
to be in its third consecutive week of red, 
the schools sports shut down two weeks 
ago. Mahoney explained that they had a 
Senior Day for those teams that started 
the season, but they couldn’t do much 
else for the season. 

“It was a hard decision to make 
but we made it,’ Mahoney said. “Our 
Superintendent and the Board of Health 
were working closely together and this 
was the right call to make. We hope for a 
winter or spring season.” 

Mahoney said that he and the staff 
are trying to stay connected with stu- 
dents and families as best they can 


during this time. He and the staff are 
working to give kids the option and abili- 
ty for success after high school. 

“T don’t think people can understand 
how much and how hard teachers and 
students are working.” Mahoney said. 
“Especially teachers, as they’re adapting 
teaching plans, and learning new skills. 
They deserve all kinds of thanks and 
praise.” 

The high schools follow the same 
custodial schedule of daily cleaning and 
disinfecting of the building, including 
high tough points, with Wednesday being 
a deep clean day. This is the cleaning 
schedule for all schools as there are 
people in each building, and the city is 
trying to keep the number of outbreaks 
contained. Though the school year isn’t 
a typical one, the staff is working to help 
students learn anyway they can. 
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Estate Plan 


PRESENTED BY ATTORNEY KAREN JACKSON 


Wednesday, November 11 « 1:30 - 2:30 pm 
OR Thursday, November 12 « 1:30 - 2:30 pm 


Join us for a free presentation and gain a better understanding of each 
document in the basic estate plan. This event will be held inside 
our COVID-19-free community, following all social distancing 
guidelines. Attendees will receive a gourmet boxed lunch to go. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Upright post on a boat 

5. sentimental person 

10. Native American tribe 

12. Wear away 

14. Where you're going 

16. Doctor 

18. Popular Chinese 
dialect 

19. One point east of due 
south 

20. Northern sea duck 

22. Note 

23. Wives (law) 

29. Trigonometric function 

26. A way to communicate 
(abbr.) 

27. Swiss river 

28. No (Scottish) 

30. Commercials 

31. Large instrument 

33. Chantilly, de 
Menthe 

35. Small, saclike cavities 


Attorney Jackson will explain the importance 
of each document in the basic estate plan: 
the Will, Health Care Proxy, Advance Directive, 
HIPAA Release, Durable Power of Attorney and 
Homestead. As she goes through each document, 
she invites questions and gives examples of real 
situations of what went wrong when these 
documents were not in place. Attorney Jackson will also provide 
numerous practical tips, such as when, and when not, to add 
children to bank accounts. 


An RSVP is required to attend this event as 
space is limited. Call Stephanie at 413-538-7551 
by November 6th. 


(abbr.) 
45. Cool! 


52. Water in 
53. security 


Jeremy 


58. Harmful 


298 Jarvis Avenue 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
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We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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TAILGATE SPECIALS 
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37. High and thin in tone 
38. Treat extremely well 
40. Famed track star Usain 
41, Secure web connection 


42. Rob of energy 
44. Paving material 


48, Tip of Aleutian Islands 
50. Indicates silence 


55. Popular hoopster 


56. Shed tears 
57. Low frequency 


63. Common language: 
lingua __ 

65. Standards of perfection 

66. They consist of two 


67.A detailed description 
of design 
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CLUES DOWN 
1. More (Spanish) 
2. A subdivision of a play 
3. Japanese title 
4. More jittery 
5. Fabric 
6. Luke’s mentor __ 
Wan 
7. Cleaving tool 
8. Ancient city of Egypt 
9. 36 inches 
10. Farewell 
11. Second to last 
13. Improved by critical 
editing 
15. Defensive weapon 
(abbr.) 
17. Fancy attire 
18. Farrow, actress 
21. Completely opposed 
23. Supervises flying 
24. Pouch 
2/. True firs 
29. Mistake 


32. Computing platform 
(abbr.) 

34. Snakelike fish 

35. Greatly horrify 

36. Despicable person 

39. Tell on 

40. Ballplayer’s tool 

43. Central Brazilian town 

44. Court game 

46. Land 

47. “The Partridge 
Family” actress 
Susan 

49. Retract a statement 

51. Data executive 

54. Capital of Yemen 

59. Portable computer 
screen material 

60. Electronic data 
processing 

61. “Matt Houston” actor 
Horsley 

62. Resinous substance 

64. Rural delivery 


the solid state 
interests 


bacterium 


CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9 
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M ax S ome 
Whatnot 


hop 


VARIETY OF ITEMS FOR 
YOUR HOME OR APT. 


G6 Chestnut Street 
Ludlow 
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Call Bill or Beth 
45 Parker Street 
Indian Orchard 


543-6065 


AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE! 


* Preventative & sone Care * Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 
* State of the Art Laser Dentistry 


HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES 
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391) 
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri. 


413-533-8378 


www.holyokedentalassociates.com 
* Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. » John P. Griffin, D.D.S. 
@ Louis A. Rigali D.D.S. « cyte Liptak D.M.D. 
Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D. 
Care Credit Financing Available ond 
Most Credit Cards and Dental Plans Accepted 
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More ‘red’ 


communities as fall 
season winds down 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION —- More 
communities in Western 
Massachusetts have gone 
“into the red” during the past 
week thanks to what govern- 
ment officials are describ- 
ing as increase in gatherings 
where people are not observ- 
ing proper safety protocols. 

The actions have filtered 
down to high school sports 
as some communities in the 
red are forced to postpone or 
cancel action. 

Holyoke has fully can- 
celed the remainder of its 
fall sports season after 
spending three consecutive 
weeks labeled as “high- 
risk” for COVID-19 spread- 
ing. Holyoke was in the 
red for the fourth time last 
Thursday. 

Joiming Holyoke, howev- 
er, are a whole host of com- 
munities in the region. Last 
Thursday, it was revealed 
Agawam, Westfield, West 
Springfield, Granby, and 
Palmer had joined Holyoke 
with the designation. 
Chicopee remained in the red 
for a second straight week. 
Monson was red last week, 
and managed to move down 
a category to the yellow, 
moderate risk, designation. 

Per the results of the 
latest numbers, Granby and 
Palmer have temporarily 
ceased operations for at least 
a week, and two in the case 
Granby. 

Athletic Director Alison 
Jordan said Granby will not 
be able to play high school 
sports for at least two weeks. 
Granby fit in a pair of soc- 
cer games with South Hadley 
last Wednesday afternoon 


prior to the state numbers 
coming out. Because of 
daily COVID-19 test num- 
bers coming in, Granby town 
officials were aware of the 
fact the town would soon be 
labeled high-risk. This is the 
second time Granby is in the 
red. It happened prior to the 
high school season in early 
September, but only lasted 
for one week. 

Due to local protocols, 
sports had to be shut down. 
The same is true in Palmer, 
where games are postponed 
through at least Thursday, 
Nov. 5. Games Friday are 
still on the schedule in 
hopes Palmer gets out of the 
high-risk designation when 
new numbers are released 
on Thursday. However, 
Pathfinder Regional 
remains playing this week. 
Pathfinder, which has stu- 
dents in numerous communi- 
ties in the surrounding area, 
is located in Palmer. 

Agawam, Westfield, and 
Chicopee continue to play 
sports despite their high-risk 
designation. 

However, in the case of 
Chicopee, if the city contin- 
ues in the red this Thursday, 
both Chicopee and Chicopee 
Comprehensive could be 
forced to shut down their 
sports at least temporarily. 

Agawam remains play- 
ing into this week, though 
their schedule is set to wind 
down in the next week or so 
with the final week and a 
half remaining for makeup 
games. 

The fall season is set to 
conclude on Nov. 20. There 
are no postseason tourna- 
ments planned, including any 
league tournament through 
the PVIAC as of press time. 





@turleysports 
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Prior to sports being oe off in iialvole due to high-risk status in the Say + Howls girls volleyball fell to 


Agawam 3-1 on Wednesday, Oct. 21. Alysha Izquierdo socks a spike over a blocker. 








Niurka Rivera Davila sets the ball. 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 





Adriana Vazquez Pena serves for 
the Knights. 





Erin Gauthier sends a hit from the 
back line. 





Racing will return to Thompson Speedway in 2021 





Thompson Speedway has announced the 2021 modified series. 


Submitted photos 


THOMPSON, Conn. — The 
high banks of Connecticut’s 
Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park will roar 
once again in 2021. American- 
Canadian Tour (ACT) and Pro 
All Stars Series (PASS) have 
announced a six-event sched- 
ule for the coming season that 
features the new Thompson 
Outlaw Open Modified Series. 

The Outlaw Open Series 
consists of half a dozen 
high-paying events for Tour- 
type Modifieds that are expect- 
ed to attract the top teams in 
the region. The series begins 
at the 46th annual Thompson 


Icebreaker from Friday, April 9 
to Sunday, April 11. A 150-lap, 
$10,000-to-win Outlaw Open 
Series event will highlight the 
weekend card. 

The stakes get even high- 
er at the season-ending 59th 
annual Sunoco World Series of 
Speedway Racing from Friday, 
October 8 to Sunday, October 
10. ACT and PASS have orga- 
nized the return of the historic 
Thompson 300, which was last 
contested in 2005. A $20,000 
minimum prize has been posted 
for the winner of the 300-lap 
showdown. 

In addition, ACT and 


PASS are selling $50 lap spon- 
sorships for the Thompson 
300. All laps that are sold will 
award the full $50 to the leader 
of that lap. This means a driver 
could earn up to $35,000 that 
weekend. 

Four other events are 
scheduled in-between the 
Icebreaker and World Series. 
The additional race dates 
are Wednesday, June 16; 
Wednesday, July 7; Wednesday, 
August 11; and Wednesday, 
September 8. These dates 
were chosen to minimize con- 


See RACING, page 8 
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» Sports 


Air Force event to occur in ‘Bubbleville’ at Mohegan 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame announced today a revised field 
of teams and schedule for the 2020 
Air Force Reserve Tip-Off Tournament. 
The annual NCAA men’s exempt 
tournament sponsored by the Metro 
Atlantic Athletic Conference will 
now take place Saturday, November 
28, Sunday, November 29, Thursday, 
December 3 and Friday, December 4 
at Mohegan Sun Arena in Uncasville, 
Connecticut. 

“The Hall of Fame Tip-Off 
Tournament has been held at Mohegan 


Sun Arena for many years with great 
success. COVID-19 and the uncharted 
college basketball restart has undoubt- 
edly brought many challenges, but 
we’re proud to have a partner and 
venue that provides us the opportu- 
nity to host this annual event under 
a new set of safety protocols,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Basketball Hall of Fame. “We look 
forward to hosting this year’s field of 
teams in a bubble-like atmosphere at 
beautiful Mohegan Sun.” 

The Basketball Hall of Fame Tip- 
Off Tournament is split into two brack- 


ets, Naismith and Springfield. The 
Naismith bracket will play November 
28 and 29 and includes University of 
Rhode Island (Atlantic 10), University 
of South Florida (American Athletic), 
Temple University (American 
Athletic), Virginia Tech (Atlantic 
Coast). The Springfield bracket will 
play December 3 and 4 and includes 
University at Albany (America 
East), Drexel University (Colonial), 
Long Island University (Northeast), 
and Quinnipiac University (Metro 
Atlantic). Game times and television 
broadcast details and will be released 


at a later date. For more information, 
please visit www.halloffametipoff.com. 
The Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame and Gazelle Group are 
collaborating to produce multiple col- 
lege basketball games at Mohegan Sun 
from November 25 through December 
5, 2020 and have named the space 
“Bubbleville.” Bubbleville will house 
several events relocated and reimag- 
ined due to COVID-19 and provides 
a controlled environment with teams 
and event staff adhering to tribal, gov- 
ernment, and NCAA health and safety 
protocols and testing requirements. 





Help feature your student-athletes here in The Holyoke Sun sports pages 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end and 
Turley Publications has been all over the 
action. 

But with this unpredictable season 
there have been temporary or in some 
cases, permanent stoppages in play, and 
we still want to help feature your ath- 
letes, especially those who are seniors 
this year. 

We continue to ask for help on this 


season in order to bring the best cover- 
age we can possibly manage and fill our 
pages with names and color. 

We know that fans will be limited to 
the home crowds, but that is where you 
all come in. 

We have a limited number of staff 
to start the school year due to the pan- 
demic, and while we strive to get to as 
many games as possible, we cannot get 
to everywhere. 

If you are a parent, coach, or even 
player, and you have information or pho- 


tographs to share, we definitely want to 
hear from you. 

If you don’t see one of our photog- 
raphers at a game, please feel free to 
send your own action photos of games in 
order to bolster our coverage. If you are 
interested in regularly submitted photos, 
please do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to hear 
from anyone who reports scores, details, 
and any milestones that occur during this 
unprecedented season. Please be sure the 
information you provide us is accurate 


and check with coaches, if necessary, 
before submitting. 

Additionally, with the various senior 
games that have been held already or 
are still waiting to be held, we welcome 
submitted photos from those events and 
information about graduating seniors 
who participated in Fall 1 sports. 

We also encourage all coaches to 
submit their results and details as much 
as possible. Send any and all information 
and photos for inclusion to sports @tur- 
ley.com. 





RA Cl N G, from page 8 


flict with other tracks and series in the 
region, allowing teams and fans to attend 
as many events as they wish. 

The Outlaw Open Series features at 
the Wednesday events will pay at least 
$5,000-to-win and potentially more. 
Furthermore, drivers and teams that 
attempt to qualify for all six events will 
be eligible for potential provisional start- 
ing spots at the Thompson 300. 

“We think the Outlaw Open 
Modified Series is going to be huge for 
teams and fans,’ ACT managing part- 
ner Cris Michaud said. “The open-event 
model for the Modifieds has gotten a 
lot of traction in recent years, and we 
got to see it first-hand at the most recent 
World Series. We’re especially excited 
for the return of the Thompsonxf 300. 
Somebody will be walking away with 
at least $20,000 that weekend, and it’s 
going to take the intensity to a whole 


> In The News 
H OLIDAY, from page 1 


Earlier this year, retail marketing 
experts accurately predicted that retailers 
would encourage consumers to start their 
holiday shopping earlier by extending 
exclusive deals throughout the season 
in lieu of the traditional high-trafficked 
Thanksgiving/Black Friday kickoff. 
Holyoke Mall’s Marketing Director, Lisa 
Wray, said many of Holyoke Mall ten- 
ants are following the trend. 

“We are seeing the early deals and 
shoppers and are encouraged by many of 
our tenants’ plans to break up the tradi- 
tional, one-day-only, Black Friday rush,” 
said Lisa Wray. “The spreading-out of 
sales and deep discounts throughout the 
entire holiday season should help min- 
imize lines and crowds. The deals to be 
had will be bigger than ever and avail- 
able earlier than ever.” 

“Tf the challenges of the pandemic 
have taught us anything, it is the value 
of time with family. It is our hope that 
our guests, tenants and on-site staff will 
be able to spend additional time with 
their loved ones and re-charge during the 
most active shopping season of the year.” 

Holyoke Mall has been a leader 
in taking concrete steps to ensure the 
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other level.” 

Thompson Speedway’s local divi- 
sions will also be part of all six events, 
including the Sunoco Modifieds, Late 
Models, Limited Sportsmen/Street 
Stocks, SK Light Modifieds, and Mini 
Stocks. Although details are still being 
finalized, ACT and PASS officials hope 
to organize special events for the local 
divisions throughout the summer, giving 
each class a chance in the spotlight. 

A variety of touring series and open 
shows will also be part of the Icebreaker 
and World Series weekends. More infor- 
mation regarding all events will be 
announced over the coming weeks. 

“The most important part of all of 
this is that Thompson oval track rac- 
ing will continue,” PASS owner Tom 
Mayberry said. “We were very satisfied 
with how the Thompson 150 and World 
Series went in 2020, and those events 
showed the appetite is still there for rac- 
ing in eastern Connecticut. With those 
events to build on, we think the excite- 


safety of guests and employees by fol- 
lowing guidelines issued by the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC), the State of 
Massachusetts and the City of Holyoke. 
Guests will be greeted with a wide range 
of safety and sanitizing policies and pro- 
cedures, all designed to make Holyoke 
Mall as safe as possible for its employ- 
ees, tenants and guests. They include: 

e Face Mask Requirement: 
Everyone visiting Holyoke Mall will 
be required to wear a face mask, cov- 
ering their mouth and nose, in accor- 
dance with Massachusetts State and 
CDC guidelines. Face masks must be 
worn while both inside and outside of 
Holyoke Mall. 

e Social Distancing: All guests will 
be reminded to maintain social distanc- 
ing and stay 6-feet apart with visual 
reminders placed throughout the center, 
along with one-way directional signage 
to avoid contact with other guests. 

e Enhanced Cleaning and Sanitizing: 
Holyoke Mall has enhanced its cleaning 
and sanitizing of the common areas and 
numerous touch points, restrooms, seat- 
ing areas, and food court. This includes 
using CDC-recommended disinfectants 
designated as effective against SARS- 
CoV-2 virus in accordance with or 
exceeding CDC sanitation guidelines. 


ment for Thompson Speedway is going 
to be even bigger in 2021. 

For more information about the 
American-Canadian Tour, contact the 
ACT offices at (802) 244-6963, media@ 
acttour.com, or visit www.acttour.com. 
You can also get updates on Facebook 
and Twitter at @ ACT Tour. 

For technical information concern- 
ing all PASS divisions, and for media 
or marketing questions, please contact 
passracing @roadrunner.com or visit 
www.proallstarseries.com. Don’t for- 


e Proactive Touchless Disinfecting: 
Holyoke Mall’s cleaning team will be 
utilizing new electrostatic sprayers, 
leveraging the same technology used 
to clean hospital rooms to sanitize its 
center using an approved disinfectant 
recommended by the CDC. 

e Hand Sanitizer Stations: Hand san- 
itizer stations will be available at: 

e Digital directories throughout the 
property 

¢ Food court areas 

e Throughout the common area 

e Curbside Pickup: In addition 
to in-store shopping and dining, sev- 
eral restaurants and stores are offering 
curbside pick-up including 110 Grill, 
Uno’s Pizzeria & Grill, American Eagle, 
Hollister, Hot Topic, Target, Macy’s, 
Best Buy, Sumo Japanese Steakhouse 
and more. Shoppers are encouraged to 
contact their favorite retailer to see if 
curbside is offered. 

¢ Daily Health Screenings for 
Holyoke Mall employees, security, 
housekeeping employees and all con- 
tractors. 

Masks and social distancing will 
continue to be required to enter the prop- 
erty and guests are encouraged to follow 
the center’s Healthy Shopper Guidelines 
which include: 


get to “Like” the Pro All Stars Series 
on Facebook or follow on Twitter @ 
PASSSLM14 to keep up with breaking 
news as it happens. 

For general Thompson Speedway 
inquires, call (860) 923-2280, email 
oval @thompsonspeedway.com, or 
visit www.thompsonspeedway.com. 
You can follow Thompson Speedway 
on Facebook and Instagram at @ 
ThompsonSpeedway or on Twitter at @ 
ThompsonSpdwy. 





Submitted photos 


1. Face masks, covering both mouth 
and nose, must be worn by everyone 
while inside or outside of Holyoke Mall. 

2. Refrain from touching your nose, 
mouth and eyes. 

3. Keep a safe distance from other 
people, a minimum of 6 feet. 

4. Stay to the right and follow the 
one-way traffic arrows throughout the 
property. 

5. Wash your hands with soap and 
warm water frequently and for at least 
20 seconds. 

6. Use hand sanitizer stations locat- 
ed throughout the property. 

7. Avoid standing in lines and keep a 
safe distance from other people. 

8. Avoid touching products you do 
not intend to purchase. 

9. Please assess your health before 
visiting. Avoid entering this building if 
you have, or recently have had, symp- 
toms associated with COVID-19: a tem- 
perature greater than 100.00°F, cough, 
body aches, rash, sore throat, loss of 
taste or smell, etc. 

10. Avoid entering our property 
if you, or anyone you have been in 
close contact with, has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19 or been placed in a 
quarantine for possible contact with 
COVID-19. 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P1859EA 
Estate of: 
Judith Benoit 
Also known as: 
Judith Ann Benoit, 
Judy Benoit 
Date of Death: 08/13/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by James Forkey of 
Upton, MA and Tracy Benoit 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Tracy Benoit of Holyoke, 
MA and James Forkey of 
Upton, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
11/23/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 


WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: October 26, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
11/06/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P1756EA 
Estate of: 
Angela A. Boyle 
Also Known As: 
Angela Carrigan 
Date of Death: 

May 12,2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner Gary 
L. Fialky of Springfield, MA, a 
Will has been admitted to infor- 
mal probate. 

Gary L. Fialky of 
Springfield, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform 
Probate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of assets and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminat- 
ing or restricting the powers 
of Personal Representatives 
appointed under informal pro- 
cedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be 
obtained from the Petitioner. 
11/06/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P1903EA 
Estate of: 
Donald F Collamore 
Date of Death: 10/05/2020 
CITATION ON PETITION FOR 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 


FORMAL ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Edward J Cauley 
of Holyoke MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Edward J Cauley of 
Holyoke MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu- 
pervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
12/04/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appearance 
and objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken with- 
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 

THE MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are enti- 
tled to notice regarding the 
administration directly from 
the Personal Representative 
and may petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses of 
administration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: October 30, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
11/06/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20C0186CA 
In the matter of: 


Ese 


|e 


polyjajols 


Jack Payne Cole 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been 
filed by Jack Payne Cole of 
Holyoke MA requesting that 
the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Jacqueline Eleanora Payne 

Cole 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/24/2020. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: October 27, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
11/06/2020 


City of Holyoke 
536 Dwight Street #15 
Holyoke, MA 01040-5078 
(413)-322-5650 
Invitation to Bid 2020-027 
Elevator Maintenance 

The City of Holyoke is 
seeking sealed bids for eleva- 
tor maintenance. 

Bids will be received by the 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
Room 15, Holyoke City Hall, 
Holyoke, MA 01040 until 2:00 
PM December 3, 2020 at 
which time bids will be public- 
ly opened and read. 

Documents will be avail- 
able electronically after 
10:00 AM on November 12, 
2020 at: Belangerl@holy- 
oke.org. 

The City of Holyoke 
reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all bids. 
11/06/2020 


City of Holyoke 
536 Dwight Street #15 
Holyoke, MA 01040-5078 
(413)-322-5650 
Request for Proposals 
2020-026 
Urban Forestry Consultant 

The City of Holyoke is 
seeking sealed proposals for 
a consultant to assist the City 
with a public tree inventory 
and an urban forest equity 
plan. 

Bids will be received by the 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
Room 15, Holyoke City Hall, 
Holyoke, MA 01040 until 2:00 
PM December 1, 2020 at 
which time bids will be public- 
ly opened and read. 
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Documents will be avail- 
able electronically after 
10:00 AM on November 9, 
2020 at: belangerl@holy- 
oke.org. 

The City of Holyoke 
reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all bids.. 
11/06/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD20D0715DR 

Marilyn Merced vs. 
Manuel Merced 

DIVORCE SUMMONS 

BY PUBLICATION 
AND MAILING 

To the Defendant: 

The Plaintiff has filed 
a Complaint for Divorce 
requesting that the 
Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown. 

The Complaint is on file at 
the Court. 

An Automatic Restrain- 
ing Order has been entered 
in this matter preventing you 
from taking any action which 
would negatively impact the 
current financial status of 
either party. SEE Supple- 
mental Probate Court Rule 
411. 

You are hereby sum- 
moned and required to serve 
upon: 

John F Moriarty, Jr., Esq. 

480 Hampden St 

Holyoke, MA 01040 

your answer, if any, on or 
before 01/04/2021. If you fail 
to do so, the court will pro- 
ceed to the hearing and adju- 
dication of this action. You are 
also required to file a copy 
of your answer, if any, in the 
office of the Register of this 
Court 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: November 2, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
11/06/2020 


City of Holyoke 
536 Dwight Street #15 
Holyoke, MA 01040-5078 
(413)-322-5650 
Invitation to Bid 2020-028 
Integrated 
Pest Management 
The City of Holyoke is seek- 
ing sealed bids for pest man- 
agement for city buildings and 
schools. 
Bids will be received by the 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
Room 15, Holyoke City Hall, 
Holyoke, MA 01040 until 2:00 
PM December 3, 2020 at 


which time bids will be public- 
ly opened and read. 
Documents will be available 
electronically after 10:00 
AM on November 12, 2020 
at: belangerl@holyoke.org. 
The City of Holyoke reserves 
the right to reject any and/or 
all bids. 

11/06/2020 


City of Holyoke 
536 Dwight Street #15 
Holyoke, MA 01040-5078 
(413)-322-5650 
Invitation to Bid 2020-018 

Plumbing Maintenance 

The City of Holyoke is 
seeking sealed bids for 
plumbing maintenance. 

Bids will be received by the 
Chief Procurement Officer, 
Room 15, Holyoke City Hall, 
Holyoke, MA 01040 until 2:00 
PM December 3, 2020 at 
which time bids will be public- 
ly opened and read. 

Documents will be avail- 
able electronically after 
10:00 AM on November 12, 
2020 at: Belangerl@holy- 
oke.org. 

The City of Holyoke 
reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all bids. 
11/06/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20C0162CA 
In the matter of: 
Shaina Michelle Rogstad 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Shaina Michelle Rogstad 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Shaina Michelle Rogstad 
Miller Sadai 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 11/23/2020. 
This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance if you object to 
this proceeding. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: October 28, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
11/06/2020 


The Sun 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 


obituaries. 


One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and significant anniversary announcements free of charge. 
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information. 


“birth 


(©) announcements 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 
wood.com. 


Ai SEASONED ' FIREWOOD 
Prompt Delivery and Competitive Pric- 


ing. Call now S & K 413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 


Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


www.rtsmart- 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


1 MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 





hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xxxe*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 
State: Zp: 
X per week rate = $ 
LI VISA 4 Discover Ld Cash Ld Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price _ 


BELCHERTOWN 










HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


TAN BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 








LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 









WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 


Run my ad in the 


Adda third ZONE $5.00 “in 200E(: 
Subtotal _ oO 

x Number of Weeks _ 

TOTAL Enclosed _ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Call us at 413.283.8393 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


ENVY YARD MAINTENANCE 
Lawn mowing, Spring/ Fall clean-up, 
mulch, shrub trimming, general yard 
maintenance, etc. When quality and 
service matter call Nick 413-386- 
5014 


FALL CLEAN=UP TIME Call G & 
S Landscaping for all your leaf remov- 
al needs. “You'll like us mower’ 413- 
374-4091, 413-335-5233 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


SS ee ee ee Be ee 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 





CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CA 


RS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy NS Sel} we >. 
ee ee tk = t= 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


S OLDIE R S, from page 1 


to say goodbye to; it’s something that 
I’ll remember for the rest of my life,” 
said Certified Nursing Assistant Kwesi 
Ablordeppey, a 20-year employee at the 
home. 

Ablordeppey recalled moving 
corpses into a body bag and then into a 
refrigerated unit placed outside of the 
home. Just as concerning is the fact that 
Soldiers’ Home staffers were denied per- 
sonal protective equipment at the onset 
of the outbreak. 

“We didn’t have enough PPE on the 
floor for the staff,’ said Ablordeppey, 
noting that it had previously been avail- 
able but mysteriously vanished when 
needed most. 

When Ablordeppey was able to 
locate PPE, he was scolded and writ- 
ten up by a superior, who questioned 
the need to don such equipment in 
front of the veterans. Ablordeppey 
waved the write-up from the podium at 
Holyoke Community College during last 
Tuesday’s hearing. 

“I got so angry. I said, “What is 
going on here?’ They knew that there 
was something going on and they put the 
masks away,’ he said. 

CNA Andrea Fox, a longtime repre- 
sentative of the Massachusetts Nursing 
Association, shared similar stories on 
behalf of her members. Fox noted that 
many employees chose not to testify at 
the hearing after feeling bullied and inti- 
mated by the facility’s administration. 

Fox revealed that staff members 
were forced to endure traumatic condi- 


SSSSSSSSS$$$ 
Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN: 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 


male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 








FOR RENT 


4 Room Apartment 2 Bedrooms in 
Ludlow. Parking space. (413) 583- 
4032 


tions, working countless hours of over- 
time as COVID-19 ravaged one of west- 
ern Massachusetts’ finest institutions. 
She recalled her haunting conversation 
with Bennett Walsh, the home’s former 
superintendent, who is now facing 10 
criminal charges and decades in jail if 
convicted. 

“When COVID was first discov- 
ered in the Soldiers’ Home, I attended 
a monthly labor management meeting 
with the former superintendent,” said 
Fox. “I had to pull teeth to learn that 
there was a supply of the N95 respiratory 
masks available. It was our belief that 
they would provide the most protection 
for staff and residents. I asked [Walsh] 
several times, “What are you saving them 
for?’ He refused to distribute them.” 

Throughout the hearings staff 
shared testimony that appeared suitable 
for a graphic novel. Their stories were 
far from fictitious, however; employees 
endured death firsthand on a scale that 
was unprecedented. 

“As healthcare staff, it 1s expected 
to have deaths on your watch. However, 
the magnitude and velocity of deaths was 
overwhelming,” said Fox. “I spoke with 
a nurse who described her ride in and 
seeing a huge refrigerated truck at the 
entrance. Her description and the image 
of bodies of veterans on carts alone right 
outside that building made me almost 
throw up.” 


Understaffing 
Understaffing was, perhaps, the trag- 
edy’s greatest driving force. For years, 
if not decades, employees at the home 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


Classifieds 


Find your dream 
home or list your 
property here! 
We get results! 


lobbied and protested in an admirable 
but unsuccessful effort to add more col- 
leagues. 

Paul Barabani served as superinten- 
dent from 2011 until his retirement in 
2016. While in his position, Barabani 
observed the harmful effects of under- 
staffing, as he recalled on Oct. 29. 

“There’s just not enough time to do 
it all. It works on them, and that’s the 
morale factor,” said Barabani. “I told 
each employee, ‘I want you to be moti- 
vated and look forward to coming to 
work to serve the veterans and go home 
at the end of each day feeling good that 
you did serve them,’ but they couldn’t go 
home feeling good because there wasn’t 
enough staff to allow that care.” 

Understaffing was often to blame for 
pressure ulcers, plaguing veterans who 
remained in the same position for extend- 
ed periods of time. Barabani described 
an administration that often betrayed the 
trust of employees at the home. 

Francisco Urena served as the state’s 
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs from 2015 
until resigning on June 24, following his 
complicity in the mismanagement of the 
outbreak. Barabani did not mince words 
when recalling unsatisfactory interac- 
tions with Urena. 

On one occasion, a Soldiers’ Home 
employee broke down in tears at the end 
of the work day upon realizing she had 
not gotten to cutting a veteran’s toenails. 
After consoling his distraught wife, the 
employee’s husband, also a veteran, later 
contacted Urena’s office to inquire about 
the lack of staffing. 

Urena elected not to keep the com- 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


Buying? Selling? 
Our te 


Get Results! 








FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 








Inthe News ¢ 


plaint confidential, instead immediately 
reporting the employee to the adminis- 
tration at the Soldiers’ Home. The fol- 
lowing morning, the unknowing female 
staff member was called to the office and 
reprimanded for her husband’s commu- 
nication. 

Barabani continued last Thursday, 
testifying further against Urena’s lack 
of concern and consideration regarding 
understaffing at the home. In November 
2018, Barabani arranged a meeting for 
Soldiers’ Home employees to speak to 
Urena. 

“T brought our staff into our confer- 
ence room and wanted Secretary Urena 
to hear directly from the staff what their 
feelings were. He spent more time look- 
ing at his phone, texting and not making 
eye contact; the people who were in that 
room were insulted and felt that they 
weren't being listened to,” said Barabani. 

Barabani’s ties to the Holyoke facil- 
ity run deep. As a child in the 1950s, 
he often accompanied his parents to the 
home, where they volunteered in dif- 
ferent capacities. Barabani’s father, a 
World War II veteran, would take his last 
breaths at the home in 2016. 

When Barabani considered apply- 
ing for the open superintendent position 
in 2010, his father shared advice that 
Barabani did not take. 

“I have to be honest with you; he 
advised me not to apply for the position. 
He probably knew more than [ did about 
the real goings on,” said Barabani. 

The complete hearings from Oct. 20, 
22, 27 and 29 can be located at malegis- 
lature. gov. 





HIS TOR A from page 1 


Four sons of a lumber entrepreneur 
from Greenfield, Massachusetts, played 
an outsized role in making Holyoke the 
nation’s Paper City after the Civil War. 
As mill builders, financiers, manufactur- 
ers, real estate men, and inventors, the 
Newtons were rarely far from the action in 
Holyoke’s economic boom. When the first 
signs appeared in the 1880s that canal-side 
mill sites and cheap sources of wood pulp 
for their mills were vanishing, the broth- 
ers looked to the Deerfield River valley 
of southern Vermont. By building a nar- 


row gauge railroad into the steep mountain 
glens, they harvested saw timber and wood 
pulp to feed their Holyoke paper factories. 
In his talk, Will Melton will explore the full 
range of the Newtons’ dynamic careers and 
show how their entrepreneurship intersect- 
ed with national trends. 

Speaker Will Melton of South Hadley 
1S a Sometime historian who recently pub- 
lished his father’s account of life aboard 
Liberty ships during World War II. His 
talk, postponed from an earlier date, draws 
on Newton family documents and pho- 
tographs as well as the archives of the 
Library’s History Room. The talk 1s free, 
but pre-registration is required. 


VO TE , from page 1 


race for U.S. Senator as of press time. 


the state line. 
6,704 voted yes. 


Only Maine has ranked-choice voting, 
which is currently complicating the 


Massachusetts voters turned down 
the concept. The vote was a little clos- 
er, but Holyoke again went along with 
7,940 voted no while 


McGee reported a great turnout 


Tuesday night, 16,277 total votes were 
cast, a turnout of 58.14 percent of the 
voting population. 

One other unopposed candidate 
who was official re-elected was U.S. 
Rep. Richard Neal. In Holyoke, 12,683 
voters cast a ballot for the incumbent. 
Neal was challenged for his seat in the 
primary by Mayor Alex Morse. 

As of press time, the presidential 
election remains in question with a 
number of states still counting vote. 





in Holyoke during the early voting 
phase. Numerous mail-in votes were 
also sent out and came back in. There 
were 27,994 registered voters heading 
into the election. When the polls closed 


However, Biden was declared the 
winner in Massachusetts, a state that 
has not voted for a Republican since 
Ronald Reagan in 1984. 
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HOLYOKE, MA | (413) 650-2500 
380 DWIGHT ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSHOLYOKE 
9AM-8PM MON-SAT & 9AM-6PM SUN 


LEE,MA | (413) 394-5055 
220 HOUSATONIC ST. | @CANNAPROVISIONSGROUP 
8AM-8PM'SUN-WED & 8AM-9PM THU-SAT 
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Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be 
associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence 
of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana’may be delayed by two hours or more. 

In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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